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YOUTH FACILITIES — ALBANY 
Statement by Minister for Youth 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Youth) [12.11 pm]: Mr Speaker, recently I had the good fortune to 
visit your electorate and present the City of Albany with a $950 000 Lotterywest cheque to help develop facilities 
for young people in the area. I am well aware of the many and complex needs of young Western Australians in the 
great southern. Part of my role as the Minister for Youth has been to spend time with young people at various 
workshops and forums around the state and listen to their ideas about how we can best meet their needs. It was not 
that long ago that I was in Albany and engaged with a very lively group of youngsters eager to provide input into 
the youth engagement strategy currently under development by the state government—the first ever strategy in 
this state of its kind. Therefore, I am familiar with the sorts of projects, initiatives and facilities that young people, 
including the young people of Albany, would like to see enhance their lives. 

It is my understanding that some time ago, the City of Albany carried out an extensive community consultation 
process that identified a youth precinct as a key priority. Subsequently, the City of Albany youth-friendly Albany 
strategy, Centennial Park master plan and strategic plan identified the precinct as a priority project and the die was 
cast, so to speak. Therefore, I was pleased to recently present the City of Albany with $950 000 from Lotterywest 
that will go toward the overall $1.96 million cost of delivering the project. The development will include a pump 
track, dirt jumps, skate plaza and skate path, multicourt facility, skate bowl, parkour, and terrace seating. Furthermore, 
the Albany Mountain Bike Club will use the area as a base and a staging point for festivals and youth events, which 
I am certain will boost the already significant attraction of Albany for tourists. 

Mr Speaker, as you would be more aware than the rest of us in this place, almost 20 per cent of Albany’s residents 
are young people aged between 10 and 25. The number of young people living in Western Australia is expected 
to rise by 44 per cent by 2030, and there will be a corresponding rise in their need for services and support. Therefore, 
it is appropriate to invest in youth spaces, such as this one in Albany, that encourage social engagement, improve 
physical fitness, health and mental health, and support intergenerational connection and better social outcomes. 
Lotterywest, as well as the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries, the Department of 
Health’s primary care and mental health division, the Albany Mountain Bike Club and the City of Albany, are to 
be commended for their support for this project. 
The SPEAKER: Thank you, minister. I cannot wait to use the pump track! 
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